Transnational families are, as the term suggests, social structures existing across national borders. Thus, individuals belonging to these families are in geographical terms separated by space. However, the practices of transnational families often provide a sense of proximity and emotional attachment. This article, by seeing space as inherently relational, discusses the fields within which families establish themselves and move transnationally. Transnational family spaces are, for example, arenas where young people meet and where marriages are arranged. This article includes the life and marriage stories of two individuals who have married transnationally, based on their family relationships, and further analyses how these marriages are element in the practices that families engage in to uphold a sense of closeness -an endeavour that is sometimes successful, sometimes not. Finally, the article discusses some elements that challenge the relational spaces that transnational families engage in, particularly the impact of nation states and their regulations.
New European
, define the transnational family as a (relative) structure involving 'the selective formation of familial emotional and material attachments on the basis of temporal, spatial and need-related considerations ' (ibid., p.14) . Nina Glick Schiller and Peggy Levitt, while not referring specifically to transnational families, call for an understanding of transnational networks as social fields (Glick Schiller & Levitt 2004) .
By describing transnational practices in this manner, Schiller and Levitt show that transnational practices are embedded in a topology where subjects have an established an on-going experience of belonging, contact and closeness, even though, geographically speaking, they are far away from each other. Closeness and remoteness can be, among other things, a consequence of the temporal sequences of transnational family life, the 'ebb and flow in response to particular incidents or crises. A one-time snapshot misses the many ways in which migrants periodically engage with their home countries during election cycles, family or ritual events, or climatic catastrophes… ' (ibid. p. 1012-1013) .
The central question of this article is how emotional proximity, frequently expressed through identification and expressions of belonging, is upheld in a transnational environment. The family as a unit is a good starting point, as we are dealing with a structure that is often associated with emotional support and socialization. Given that conceptualizing this relationship includes perspectives on location and translocation, we need to focus on one concept as fundamental to our understanding of transnational relations, a concept implicit in the statements of the writers I have been quoting: that of space.
In her impressive book For Space, geographer Doreen
Massey stresses the relationality that space includes: 'What is always at issue is the content, not the spatial form, of the relation through which space is constructed' (Massey 2005: 101) . In other words, space is composed of relationships, that is, the crosscutting of individual, personal trajectories (as Andreas Wimmer and Glick Schiller suggest in their depiction of transnational networks as fields). Similarly, we can say that human relationships include the awareness of their being embedded in space. Space is created by the proximity of agents, and the frequency (ebb and flow) with which their agents seek, experience or reject such proximity.
This article seeks to clarify how interactions that take place among individuals in transnational families are also expressions of transnational spatial configurations. Although space is geographical, it is also relational.
My approach to space is also in line with Wimmer and Glick argue, are full of such antagonisms, but equally -through various individual strategies -full of attempts at establishing equivalence, at reconciling contrasts. These are the contrasts and processes on which this article concentrates.
The article begins with a short introduction to the study, followed by the life stories of two individuals, Mumtaz and Ali, who have both married transnationally. The next section analyses the two stories by focusing on two questions: first whether (and if so, how) reflections on space can help deepen our perspective on transnational family networks and the individuals situated within these networks; and second whether a focus on space is useful for a deeper understanding of the power relations, politics and possible antagonisms in transnational relational spaces. Space is often used as a locus for identity-defining processes, and is thus, as Massey notes, inherently political (Massey 2005). However, whereas the spatial employment of identity politics is frequently described as including a strategic deployment of identity 'as a form of collective action to change institutions; to transform mainstream culture, its categories, and values, and perhaps by extension its policies and structures; to transform participants; or simply to educate legislators and the public' (Bernstein 1997 , also Bernstein 2005 , the present article will describe identity politics from another perspective: that of upholding, securing and reaffirming certain values, loyalties and affiliations across sometimes vast distances.
The study
The empirical data contain two life stories, taken from a study involv- then we all talk together.' She describes herself as being emotionally close to her family members despite the distances that separate them. Closeness is based on both frequent contact and the strong, shared notion of a common family identity: Although Mumtaz described herself as certain in her choice, that choice also marked a change in her expected life trajectory and life strategies. Among her Pakistani friends she had witnessed young women marry young men from the home country, a choice that she had seen as very unattractive until she fell in love: At first, Mumtaz discussed her interest in this young man with only a female cousin. Although Mumtaz knew that her parents were interested in another candidate, she bluntly refused to marry him and told her mother why. When Mumtaz's mother visited Pakistan later that year, she arranged a meeting with the potential in-laws. After she and her husband had spoken with the family, they gave their approval.
The engagement between the couple took place over the telephone.
Mumtaz's husband is now learning Swedish at a language school in Malmö. The couple are considering remaining in Sweden, mainly because they cannot get a residence permit in Denmark for Mumtaz's husband. Furthermore, many of their friends are now other Pakistani-Danish couples who live in southern Sweden due to the change in the Danish laws on family reunification (an aspect that I will deal with in depth in one of the following sections).
While Mumtaz is happy about these friendships and her life with her husband, she is sad that she gave up her education to move to Sweden. At present, she has to support her husband financially.
She hopes that the situation will change when her husband has learned enough Swedish to find a job with a reasonable income.
However, although Mumtaz is obviously unhappy that she has had to give up a promising career, she states that her marriage gives her life important new dimensions: 
Ali
Ali arrived in Denmark when he was 11 years old. He recalls his first years in Denmark as difficult. Everything was strange and foreign, and he did not know anyone other than his parents. Making friends took a long time, progressing only after he learned to speak Danish.
He describes his parents as of little help in his efforts to learn the new language, because they spoke very little Danish themselves.
When Ali arrived in Denmark, his parents had been living there for several years, while he had remained in Turkey with his grandparents. Ali's parents had not applied for immediate family reunification with those of their children who had remained in Turkey because they had expected to stay in Denmark for only a short period. However, over the years, returning to Turkey became decreasingly attractive to them, especially as finding relatively wellpaid unskilled jobs in Danish factories was easy. While the parents' assets in Turkey were tied to a small piece of land near their village, farming did not allow them to support their family. Thus, working abroad in low-skill jobs was an attractive means of making ends meet. The parents made their decision to stay in Denmark after more than a decade, when family networks and new friendships had grown strong. Moreover, during the same period the situation in Turkey also changed substantially, making their return even more difficult.
Ali has lived in the same town near Copenhagen ever since he came to Denmark. His father died some years ago, and Ali visits his mother several times a week. He says that contacts with the family in Turkey are sporadic. He and his wife also have family ties to other parts of Europe, notably Germany and Holland. However his family seldom visits these countries, and when they do, they seldom visit family members. Ali likes to use Windows Messenger (MSN) when communicating with friends and family abroad, particularly because MSN allows him to see the person he is talking to. He never uses MSN to mark family events such as birthdays or weddings; instead, his contacts are mainly spontaneous, occurring when he can see that people he knows are online.
The last time Ali had visited Turkey was three years earlier, after his father died. His father's last wish was to be buried in Turkey.
Ali, his brother and two sisters followed the coffin all the way to their old village. They were careful to follow the requirements affiliated with a traditional burial, including the serving of food on the first and seventh day after the funeral. The couple were engaged for a full year, giving them time to get to know each other through letters and telephone calls. Ali's parents arranged and paid for the wedding party, which was held in Turkey.
He explains that since they knew more about Turkish culture than he did, they became the main stakeholders in arranging the wedding. 
Transnational space as politics
Space is relational and therefore political. Chantal Mouffe defines the political as 'the always-to-be-achieved construction of a bounded yet heterogeneous, unstable and necessarily antagonis- In both stories the feeling of belonging is important for the role that transnational family structures play in the life of the individual. Women's Studies, vol. 3, no. 16, pp. 229-247. Massey, D 2005 , For Space, Sage, London. Mouffe, C 1991 , 'Citizenship and Political community' in Miami Theory Collective. Nyberg Sørensen, N 2005 , Den globale familie -opløsning eller transnationalisering af familien? Dansk Sociologi, vol. 16, no. 1, pp. 71-89. Ottosen, MH 2009 A Sense of one's place: residentale erfaringer i arbejder-og overklassen ', Sosiologisk Tidsskrift, vol. 17, no. 1, pp. 41-69. Ritzau, 2002, Haarder ', Global Networks, vol. 2, no. 4, 
